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Berlin, 17 February 2026

PRESS RELEASE: ALLOCATION OF FUNDING — FIRST ROUND OF PROJECT FUNDING 2026

In the first funding round for 2026, Musichoard Berlin is supporting 27 projects with a
total volume of 409,783.00 euros. Funding is awarded to projects within the funding
programmes Karrieresprungbrett Berlin, Pop im Kiez, and Festival Funding. Musichoard
additionally co-funds ERDF and ESF funding for Music Pool Berlin and Clubcommission,
and supports Rockhaus Berlin.

In the first funding round for 2026, 92 applications with a total volume of 1,873,749.93 euros were
submitted to Musicboard Berlin in the funding programmes Karrieresprungbrett Berlin, Pop im Kiez,
and Festival Funding. The application deadline was on 1 November 2025. The jury recommended
27 projects with a total volume of 409,783.00 euros for funding.

The jury placed great importance on projects that reflect the social and cultural diversity of Berlin’s
music scene, €.g. events with gender-balanced line-ups or a focus on accessibility and inclusion.
Also, projects that enrich the scene with innovative ideas and perform important development work in
the area of promoting young talent in Berlin are particularly supported.

Funding is awarded through Musicboard Berlin GmbH upon recommendation of an independent jury of
Berlin-based pop experts. In 2026, the jury for the project funding consists of Edna Martinez (DJ,
curator for music & sonic practices at Haus der Kulturen der Welt), Melissa Kolukisagil (curator and
producer, founder of i¢ ice — Festival for New Anatolian Music), Silvia Silko (journalist for
Tagesspiegel, radioeins, Deutschlandfunk), Ulrich Hartmann (musician and performer, project manager
at the inclusive music project luftsprung live), and Wieland Kramer (musician, co-founder of Powerline
Agency and Flirt99 Musikverlag).

Karrieresprungbrett Berlin

Karrieresprungbrett Berlin funds projects and platforms — from concert and club series, workshops
and talks to interdisciplinary formats — that support up-and-coming artists and other newcomers from
the pop music business and help boost their careers on a national or international level. For this
programme 37 applications were submitted. The total volume of all applications amounted to
645.221,40 euros, with 136,139.00 euros being awarded to 11 projects.
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Applicant Project title Funding
Nicolas D'Aleman Arango Sintonia 16,000.00 €
Stephanie von Beauvais Der Video Content Workshop - Shoot it Yourself  15,000.00 €
Sarah Roellinger Low End Therapy: Artist Development 15,000.00 €
Programme
Polyphase Polyphase 15,000.00 €
Beruz Moosavidogahe Frequencies of Displacement 14,500.00 €
Rafael Pereira Denegri Last Resort 2026 14,000.00 €
Borderless Creatures DIY Music Career Lab — Artist Empowerment &  12,000.00 €
Publishing music
Andrea Goetzke Knistern 11,940.00 €
Delirio Delirio 8,256.00 €
Bogen47 GmbH HandiCraft im Club 7,480.00 €
Dagod Teichmann GbR Fortune Teller 6,963.00 €
Pop im Kiez

The programme Pop im Kiez funds projects — whether pilots, campaigns or a series of initiatives — that
increase the acceptance of live music in the pop music domain within a particular neighbourhood in
Berlin. It’s a response to the current displacement of subcultural spaces in Berlin and intends to
support musicians and their networks that are based in a particular neighbourhood scene. For Pop im
Kiez 18 applications were submitted. The total volume of all applications amounted to

307,381.00 euros, with 73,962.00 euros being awarded to 5 projects.

Applicant Project title Funding
Lucy Alice Thomas Neukolln City Sounds 20,000.00 €
Sabine Lydia Schmidt Berliner Kurkonzerte 20,000.00 €
Edward Stuart-Smith Outside the Big Mac 15,350.00 €
Traumfabrik Treptow eG i.G Traumfabrik-Konzerte 10,540.00 €
Theresa Zanon D-Dur Dykes*: Community 8,072.00 €
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Festival Funding

The programme Festival Funding supports Berlin pop music festivals with the aim to generate
perspectives for action and planning. Particular focus is on festivals involving up-and-coming talents in
music and the music industry. For Festival Funding 37 applications were submitted. The total volume of
all applications amounted to 921,147.53 euros, with 199,682.00 euros being awarded to 11 projects.

Applicant Project title Funding

AN(8)X GbR AN(8)X Festival 2026 25,000.00 €
Aspasia Maria Tzivara Weirdwaves 22,000.00 €
ADIRA GbR ADIRA Drag Festival 2026: Mediterranean 20,000.00 €
Berlin en Salsa e.V. Bgﬁi en Salsa Festival 20,000.00 €
Feral Folk Festival Feral Folk Festival 2026, with The Famous 20,000.00 €

Gold Watch

AL.Berlin GbR AL.FESTIVAL.2026 20,000.00 €
Kjell Steffens Paradise Must Be Nice - 2nd Edition 18,000.00 €
Xwebin e.V. Roj Sound Music Festival 16,000.00 €
Davit Tsintsadze Gantiadi Festival 15,000.00 €
Aarti Mahesh Kriplani Dub & Dal Festival 12,682.00 €
Madelyn Byrd & Pablo Diserens  Hydrobodies 11,000.00 €

Further funded projects in 2026: Rockhaus, Music Pool Berlin, Clubcommission

In addition to the projects recommended by the jury, Musicboard funds Rockhaus Berlin, Music Pool
Berlin and the Clubcomission. Music Pool and Clubcommission are funded by the European Union
(ESF/European Social Funds and ERDF/European Regional Development Fund) and co-funded by
Musicboard.

Applicant Project title Funding

Gesellschaft fir ROCKHAUS BERLIN 158,063.00 €

StadtEntwicklung

gemeinnitzige GmbH —

Treuhander Berlins

all2gethernow e.V. Music Pool Berlin 135,000.00 € ERDF and ESF co-

funding
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Clubcommission Clubkulturférderung 172,000.00 € ERDF co-funding
Netzwerk der Berliner
Clubkultur e.V.

About Musichoard Berlin

Musicboard Berlin was founded in 2013 with the purpose of supporting pop music in Berlin. It
represents an appreciation for diversity and stands for music funding that focusses on the artistic
quality, content, and potential of the musicians it promotes. Through various funding programmes,
musicians and music projects receive grants. Musicboard also produces the Pop-Kultur festival and the
Féte de la Musique Berlin. As the central point of contact for the city’s pop cultural music scene,
Musicboard provides counselling to Berlin musicians, bands, organisers, and collectives, and supports
networking and dialogues in close cooperation with politicians and officials. Musicboard was created as
a joint initiative of Berlin’s music community and the state of Berlin and since 2015 exists as a state-
owned limited liability company. It is administrated by the Senate Department for Culture and Social
Cohesion of the State of Berlin.
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