
 

FAQ Scholarships and Residencies 
 
 
Dear applicant, 
 
Thank you for taking interest in our funding program. We’re thrilled about the number of applications. 
However, we’re also faced with loads of recurring questions, most of which we will try to answer below. We 
kindly ask you to attend closely to both this FAQ and the information provided on our website before 
attempting to reach us via Email or phone. Having to answer the same requests with regards to grants 
takes up a lot of our time – time we’d rather spend with a comprehensive and thorough supervision of our 
applicants. 
 
Thank you for your understanding, 
 
The Musicboard Team. 
 
What do we support? 
Our grants are designed to support your artistic development as well as your career. This means, we welcome 
all applications that might help facilitate the above. For example, we will provide money for the production of 
an album or an EP, a promotional tour, the acquisition of instruments, a residency abroad or simply cover 
living costs in order for you to work on material.  
 
What kind of material should I send in? Will demos do? 
You should send us three songs that reflect you and your work. Demos are accepted as well. Depending on 
the audio quality of the demos, it might make sense to add one or two more polished works from your back 
catalogue. 
 
What does the overall budget consist of? 
The overall budget compromises of a list of expenses that arise in a given time frame, e.g. the rent for studio 
or technical equipment, living and travelling costs or, if available, self- or third party funding. If your project is 
very cost-intensive, we advise you to think about using additional (self- or third party) funding. However, it is 
not mandatory to do so. 
 
How much can I apply for? 
The largest sum that was granted so far was € 10,000. The requested sum shouldn’t exceed this amount by 
far. The jury will not reject an application because the requested sum is too high, but will trim it down to 
whatever is financially possible. 
 
What do you mean by own funds (Eigenmittel) and Third-party funds (Drittmittel)? 
Own funds are (own) existing assets that are available for the artistic project (e.g. savings or label advances). 
Third-party funds are other funding (e.g. from other funding institutions or foundations). 
 
 



 

Do I need to provide funding myself? 
It isn‘t mandatory. However, you need to state a reason for why you cannot fund yourself. 
 
Are we talking about gross- or net-budget? 
This depends on the applicant. Those entitled to deduct input-tax can calculate with a net-budget, all other 
cases should calculate with a gross-budget. 
 
 
When is the deadline exactly? 
The deadline is March 1 at midnight in the night before March 2. Until this point of time, applications can 
be submitted online and thereby are submitted in time. After clicking on “Send application” a PDF of the 
applications appears. This means your application is submitted. It is not necessary to hand in any documents 
via post, online only.  
 
Is it possible to apply for both a residency and a scholarship? 
While you may apply for both a residency and a scholarship, it is not possible to receive both. Nevertheless, 
we encourage separate applications for both residencies and scholarships. In the end, the jury will decide. 
 
How long should a detailed description of the project be? 
We deliberately don’t specify how much or how little space you need to introduce yourself and sketch out your 
project. The descriptions we receive normally number one to three pages.  
 
Will the Musicboard look into my application beforehand? 
Yes, we do our best to support applicants. However, we advise you not to overthink your application. The jury 
will make decisions based primarily on artistic quality. The prospects of personal and commercial success, as 
well as a project’s overall coherence are important but secondary. A project’s idea should appear as beneficial 
for the development and career of the applicant. This should be reflected in the project’s description. 
 
It’s (literally) five to 12, the upload is taking a long time or won’t work at all. HELP!?! 
Don’t panic. Nevertheless, we would advise you to upload your application ahead of time. Exceeding amounts 
of traffic will slow down our servers. If the upload does not work at all, stop, wait a minute and try again. If 
this doesn’t help and the time has run out, document your efforts (e.g. with screenshots) and let us know on 
March 2, the day after the deadline. We‘ll find a solution.  
 
 
 


